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the patient does not associate with them and therefore does not think
worth mentioning. In others again the syndrome, though already
described and named, is not sufficiently well known to have obtained
a place in the common nomenclature.

Such an article must necessarily be disjointed, for it consists of a list
of instances that have presented difficulty after years of practice and
still do so. "Nevertheless an attempt has been made to arrange these
examples in some kind of order.

2.-ALTERATIONS IN THE COLOUR OF THE SKIN
(a) Punctate pigmentation of the skin of the face and trunk.                 Punctate
Patients occasionally complain of punctate blackening of the skin, pigmentatio
On examination the discoloration is found to lie almost exclusively at
the mouths of the sebaceous follicles and sweat glands. Not uncommonly
the patient states that the trouble began with heat and redness. Actually
what has happened may be that the patient, having suffered from some
slight irritation of the face, has used sulphur ointment, which is a
favourite lay remedy. Not improving, or more probably getting worse, Causes
she then consults her doctor without telling him what she has done.
He prescribes a lead lotion which results in the formation of black
sulphide of lead in the pores. The discoloration may also occur without
the previous use of sulphur externally if the patient has been ingesting it,
and it may also occur, though much more rarely, if the patient naturally
excretes some sulphur by the skin without taking it. This form of dis-
coloration is not confined to cases in which an application containing
lead has been used, but may be the result of the application of a powder
containing a bismuth salt to a skin which is carrying sulphur.
(b)  Patches of pigmentation of irregular shape, usually situated below Berlocque
or behind the ears or on the interclavicular notch,                               dermatitis
These may be due to the application of perfume and form the so-called
'perfume' or 'berlocque* dermatitis (see Vol. II, p. 713, and Vol. Ill,
p. 613).
(c)  Irregular patches of pigmentation usually situated on the forehead cMoasma
or temple in women (chloasma uterinum).                                           utennum
These are found not uncommonly during pregnancy and usually fade
after the birth of the child, but may also occur at the menopause, in which
case they are usually permanent. The cause is unknown, but they may
be the result of some endocrine imbalance. When occurring in adult
women but in neither of the above-mentioned circumstances they call
for a thorough examination of the pelvic organs.
Treatment of these patches is not very satisfactory, but they may Treatment
sometimes be made to disappear by painting them with a solution
containing 2 per cent of acetic acid and 0-1 per cent mercuric chloride
in alcohol.